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EDITORIALS. 

EDITORS, E. D. COPE, AND J. S. KINGSLEY. 

— In the States of New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Alabama, 
and some others, the governments have been alive to the importance 
of retaining in the office of State Geologist a tried and competent 
expert. In this way they have secured the best results with the least 
expenditure, and have escaped the inevitable loss which results from 
changes in the personnel of an expert office. This loss is serious in 
consequence of the continuous nature of the work of a geological sur- 
vey. Collections are in process of being formed, and reports of being 
written, and at no time can a change be made without a loss of work 
already done, and a loss due to the lack of continuity of work already 
in hand. Some States have pursued a different course, notably Indiana 
and Michigan, where competent men were replaced by incompetent 
men, and the surveys have been of little value since those changes were 
made. Good geologists competent for both scientific and administra- 
tive work are rare, and their excellence is in no way related to their 
political affiliations. 

It is proposed, we regret to learn, to remove from his place the pres- 
ent very competent State Geologist of Illinois, Professor Lindahl. 
Not only has this officer had an excellent training for the place, but 
he has already done a vast amount of unpretentious work of the great- 
est value to the State of Illinois, He not only secured to the State 
great collections of its minerals and fossils which would have otherwise 
passed into private hands, but he has reduced them to order, so that 
they are available to the student and business men of the common- 
wealth. He is now engaged in making sections across the State with 
the view of preparing a full and final geological map. The accom- 
plishment of this enterprise can be safely entrusted to the hands of 
Dr. Lindahl, and he should be supported by larger appropriations 
than those he has been receiving. He has done much with the limited 
funds at his disposal. 

— M. GrSard has proposed to the French Academy that it authorize 
a number of changes in orthography. Among these are two which 
especially commend themselves to writers on scientific subjects, since 
they relate to words mostly derived from Greek roots. He proposes to 
abolish the vowel Y, and the diphthong PH, using I in place of the 
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former, and F in place of the latter. These reforms have been before 
the American public for many years, and their utility is self-evident. 
If the French Academy of Letters gives them the weight of its 
authority, we may hope to see them generally adopted. In anticipation 
of such approval, the Revue Scientifique initiates the movement by 
writing " fisiologie," " fisiognomie," " psichique," " il i a," etc. (Feb., 
1893, p. 175). The American Naturalist will follow the example of 
the Revue Scientifique so far as it can do so at present consistently with 
the liberty of action of contributors and other persons, whose preju- 
dices in favor of the old orthography it is necessary to respect. 

— It is to be hoped that the present severe Winter has materially 
reduced the number of English sparrows in this country. Some benev- 
olent persons have been feeding them, and no doubt have thus reduced 
the mortality to some extent. Such persons should remember that their 
benevolence is misplaced, since they are sustaining the most active 
enemy of the farmer known among the feathered tribes. It has been 
thoroughly proven that the English sparrow is not an insectivorous 
bird, but that it destroys great quantities of grain and fruit. It also 
drives away the insectivorous birds, thus doing double injury. It is 
not even ornamental, and the loss of the beautiful or melodious native 
species from our parks, which it has occasioned, is greatly to be regret- 
ted. 

— The American Entomological Society occupies a room in 
the hall of the Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia. Anxiety 
has been expressed by some of the members of the former lest they be 
compelled to vacate their quarters in the Academy Building. On the 
other hand some of the members of the Academy have expressed some 
fear lest the Entomological Soeiety vacate voluntarily. Under the 
circumstances it would seem that both parties have the same object in 
view. This being the case, cooperation and mutual admiration must be 
the result, and the satisfaction of both parties be guaranteed. 



